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THE NATIONAL ANTHEM -THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

The Star-Spangled Banner was designated the National Anthem by Act of
Congress, March 3, 1931. It was written by Francis Scott Key during the
bombardment of Fort McHenry, Baltimore, Maryland, September 13-14, 1814.

When a friend, Dr. Beanes, was taken aboard Admiral Cockburn’s British'

squadron for interfering with ground troops, Key and J. 8. Skinner carrying a
note from President Madison went to the fleet under a flag of truce to ask
Beanes’ release. Admiral Cockburn consented, but as the fleet was about to

bombard Fort McHenry, he detained them.
The bombardment began at 7 a.m., September 13, 1814 and lasted with
intermissions for 28 hours. During the bombardment Key wrote a stanza on
the back of an envelope. Next day he wrote out the poem and gave it to his
brother-in-law, dudge d. H. Nicholson, who suggested the tune “Anacreon in
Heaven'’ and had it printed. Two copies currently survive. The flag Key saw is
preserved in the Smithsonian Institution.
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