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Patrick Henry's speech ‘Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death’ was
delivered on March 23, 1775, before the Virginia Assembly in St. John's
° Church in Richmond, Virginia. The Assembly met there to get away

from the British. Before the speech was delivered the Assembly
opposed his leadership as they favored peaceful adjustment of the
great dispute. However, the speech created astonishing etfects upon

PATRICK HENRY BEFORE THE VIRGINIA ASSEMBLY
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The 2nd Vinginia Connontion
Manch 23, 1775

those who heard it, and opposition melted. s .
Henry’s speech was an extemporaneous one. This copy was not hand- °
written by Henry as he never left a copy of his famous speech. The

contents are the testimony and recollections of St. George Tucker, a
lawyer and judge, who was present and retained the essence of the
speech. The signature is Henry’s taken from a land grant. i
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