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The Cactus 
by Sarah Haywood 
 
For Susan Green, messy emotions don't fit into the equation of her
perfectly ordered life. She has a flat that is ideal for one, a job that suits
her passion for logic and an 'interpersonal arrangement' that provides
cultural and other, more intimate, benefits. But suddenly confronted with
the loss of her mother and the news that she is about to become a
mother herself, Susan's greatest fear is realized. She is losing control . . .
When she learns that her mother's will inexplicably favors her indolent
brother, Edward, Susan's already dismantled world is sent flying into a
tailspin. As Susan's due date draws near and her family problems
become increasingly difficult to ignore, Susan finds help and self-
discovery in the most unlikely of places.

Anxious People 
by Fredrik Backman 
 
Viewing an apartment normally doesn't turn into a life-or-death situation,
but this particular open house becomes just that: a failed bank robber
bursts in and takes everyone in the apartment hostage. As police
surround the premises and television channels broadcast the hostage
situation live, the eight strangers begin opening up to one another.
Before long, the robber must decide which is the more terrifying
prospect: going out to face the police, or staying in the apartment with
this group of impossible people.
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Garden Spells 
by Sarah Addison Allen 
 
Sisters Claire and Sydney are the last of their curious family, a family that
have always had peculiar gifts that make them outsiders in their small
North Carolina town. When Sydney leaves, then later returns home with
a young daughter the sisters must deal with their common legacy and
each other.

Off Season 
by Anne Rivers Siddons 
 
For as long as she can remember, they were Cam and Lilly--happily
married, totally in love with each other, parents of a beautiful family, and
partners in life. Then, after decades of marriage, it ended as every great
love story does...in loss. After Cam's death, Lilly takes a lone road trip to
her and Cam's favorite spot on the remote coast of Maine, the place
where they fell in love over and over again, where their ghosts still
dance. There, she looks hard to her past--to a first love that ended in
tragedy; to falling in love with Cam; to a marriage filled with exuberance,
sheer life, and safety-- to try to figure out her future. It is a journey begun
with tender memories and culminating in a revelation that will make Lilly
re-evaluate everything she thought was true about her husband and her
marriage.

The Weekend 
by Charlotte Wood 
 
For nearly four decades, lifelong friends Jude, Wendy, Adele, and Sylvie
have seen each other through romances, child-rearing, changing
careers, divorces, medical recoveries, and general aging. But now Sylvie
has died, and the three remaining women are tasked with cleaning out
her beach house before it's sold. Thrust together In this weathered old
house on the ocean, where the ghosts of their younger selves compete
with their current realities, the women ponder a collective lifetime of loves
and grievances, disappointments and successes, and ultimately, how a
life can change in a single unexpected instant - or over the course of a
weekend.
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Our Souls at Night 
by Kent Haruf 
 
In Holt, Colorado, widower Louis Waters is initially thrown when the
widowed Addie Moore suggests that they spend time together, in bed, to
stave off loneliness, but soon they are exchanging confidences and
memories.

The Book that Matters Most 
by Ann Hood 
 
Ava's twenty-five-year marriage has fallen apart, and her two grown
children are pursuing their own lives outside of the country. Ava joins a
book group, not only for her love of reading but also out of sheer
desperation for companionship. The group's goal throughout the year is
for each member to present the book that matters most to them. Ava
rediscovers a mysterious book from her childhood--one that helped her
through the traumas of the untimely deaths of her sister and mother.
Alternating with Ava's story is that of her troubled daughter Maggie, who,
living in Paris, descends into a destructive relationship with an older man.
Ava's mission to find that book and its enigmatic author takes her on a
quest that unravels the secrets of her past and offers her and Maggie the
chance to remake their lives.

The Dependents 
by Katharine Dion 
 
After the sudden death of his wife, Maida, Gene is haunted by the fear
that their marriage was not all it appeared to be. Alongside Ed and Gayle
Donnelly, friends since college days, he tries to resurrect happy
memories of the times the two couples shared, raising their children in a
small New Hampshire town and vacationing together at a lake house
every summer. Meanwhile, his daughter, Dary, challenges not only his
happy version of the past but also his view of Maida. As a long-standing
rift between them deepens, Gene starts to understand how unknown his
daughter is to him--and how enigmatic his wife was as well. And a
lingering suspicion seizes his mind that could upend everything he
thought he knew.
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The Library of Lost and Found 
by Phaedra Patrick 

A shy librarian whose kind heart is often exploited receives a mysterious
book of fairy tales from the beloved grandmother she believed dead and
embarks on a perspective-changing journey of astonishing family
secrets. 

Three Things About Elsie 
by Joanna Cannon 

The story of an injured woman who meditates on her complicated
relationship with a best friend when a man they believed was dead joins
her retirement community

The Love Story of Missy Carmichael 
by Beth Morrey 
 
The world has changed around seventy-nine-year-old librarian Millicent
Carmichael, aka Missy. Though quick to admit that she often found her
roles as a housewife and mother less than satisfying, Missy once led a
bustling life. Now her husband is gone, her daughter is estranged, and
her son has moved to his wife's native Australia. The last thing Missy
expects is for two perfect strangers and one spirited dog named Bob to
break through her prickly exterior and show her just how much love she
still has to give. In short order, Missy finds herself in the jarring embrace
of an eclectic community that simply won't take no for an answer--
including a rambunctious mutt-on-loan whose unconditional love gives
Missy a reason to re-enter the world one muddy paw print at a time.
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Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine 
by Gail Honeyman 
 
Meet Eleanor Oliphant: she struggles with appropriate social skills and
tends to say exactly what she's thinking. That, combined with her
unusual appearance (scarred cheek, tendency to wear the same clothes
year in, year out), means that Eleanor has become a creature of habit (to
say the least) and a bit of a loner. Nothing is missing in her carefully
timetabled life of avoiding social interactions, where weekends are
punctuated by frozen pizza, vodka, and phone chats with Mummy. But
everything changes when Eleanor meets Raymond, the bumbling and
deeply unhygienic IT guy from her office. When she and Raymond
together save Sammy, an elderly gentleman who has fallen on the
sidewalk, the three become the kind of friends who rescue each other
from the lives of isolation they have each been living.

The Music Shop 
by Rachel Joyce 
 
It is 1988. On a dead-end street in a run-down suburb there is
a music shop that stands small and brightly lit, jam-packed with records
of every kind. Like a beacon, the shop attracts the lonely, the sleepless,
and the adrift; Frank, the shop's owner, has a way of connecting his
customers with just the piece of music they need. Then, one day, into
his shop comes a beautiful young woman, Ilse Brauchmann, who asks
Frank to teach her about music. Terrified of real closeness, Frank feels
compelled to turn and run, yet he is drawn to this strangely still,
mysterious woman with eyes as black as vinyl. But Ilse is not what she
seems, and Frank has old wounds that threaten to reopen, as well as a
past it seems he will never leave behind. Can a man who is so in tune
with other people's needs be so incapable of connecting with the one
person who might save him?

Other titles by Ruth Hogan: 

The Wisdom of Sally Red Shoes 
by Ruth Hogan 
 
They say friends make life worth living... Once a spirited, independent
woman with a rebellious streak, Masha's life was forever changed by a
tragic event twelve years ago. Unable to let go of her grief, she finds
comfort in her faithful canine companion Haizum, and peace in the quiet
lanes of her town's swimming pool. Almost without her realizing it, her life
has shuddered to a halt. It's only when Masha begins an unlikely
friendship with the mysterious Sally Red Shoes, a bag lady with a
prodigious voice and a penchant for saying just what she means, that a
new world of possibilities opens up: new friendships, new opportunities,
and even a chance for new love. For the first time in years, Masha has
the chance to start living again. But just as Masha dares to imagine the
future, her past comes roaring back... 
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Queenie Malone's Paradise Hotel 
by Ruth Hogan 
 
Tilly was a bright, outgoing little girl who liked playing with ghosts and
matches. She loved fizzy drinks, swear words, fish fingers and Catholic
churches, but most of all she loved living in Brighton in Queenie Malone's
magnificent Paradise Hotel with its endearing and loving family of misfits-
-staff and guests alike. But Tilly's childhood was shattered when her
mother sent her away from the only home she'd ever loved to boarding
school with little explanation and no warning. Now, Tilda has grown into
an independent woman still damaged by her mother's unaccountable
cruelty. Wary of people, her only friend is her dog, Eli. But when her
mother dies, Tilda goes back to Brighton, and with the help of her
beloved Queenie sets about unravelling the mystery of her exile from
The Paradise Hotel, only to discover that her mother was not the woman
she thought she knew at all.
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