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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Fictional newspaper clippings appear throughout The Uninvited. To what extent do these journalistic accounts of life during October 1918 enhance Ivy’s descriptions of the time period? How would the novel differ without the inclusion of the newspaper excerpts?



2. Talk of ghosts, specters, and spirits pervade the novel, but what most haunts Ivy? What (or who) is the most frightening aspect of the book?


3. When Mrs. Rowan asks her husband if he and their son killed a man, Mr. Rowan responds, “That wasn’t a man. He was a German.” What factors most contributed to their decision to kill? How do modern hate crimes compare to those of 1918 America?


4. Ivy, once a recluse, aims to spread her wings and soar. May, a Chicago girl who has already tasted quite a bit of life, has withdrawn into her home. How important is it that these two women cross paths? How would Ivy’s experiences have been different if she hadn’t chosen to live with May?

5. Why are Ivy and Daniel drawn to each other, despite her initial prejudices against Germans and his knowledge of her family’s guilt? How do they influence each other?



6. Jazz music is present throughout all of Ivy and Daniel’s encounters. During their first moment of intimacy, Ivy says, “We were music. We were jazz. We were alive.” What does music mean to each of them? How does music affect their relationship?



7. What impact do Nela and Addie have on Ivy? What lessons do they teach Ivy?



8. Flashbacks to Ivy’s childhood and high school years appear throughout The Uninvited. What is it about Ivy’s past that seems to affect her the most? Does she seem eager to escape her past, or to understand it?


9. Initially, Ivy doesn’t react well when Daniel describes his experiences in Belgium. Are her reactions justified? How did you react to his confessions?




10.  Ivy first becomes aware that all is not as it seems when Daniel says, “I can’t ever leave this goddamned building.” At what point did you begin to suspect the central secret in the book? How would re-reading the novel change your experience with the book?


11.  In one of the final chapters, Addie tells Ivy, “We’re just going to be numbers in the newspaper. ‘Statistics,’ as my daddy called it.” How would the portrayal of the flu deaths in The Uninvited have differed if the dead were simply mentioned as statistics? What was your initial response to the way the author chose to portray the deaths? 


12.  How would we, in our modern era, react to a pandemic the size of the 1918 influenza compared to the way in which people in 1918 reacted?


13. When encountering Frank Rowan, the only words Daniel chooses to say to him are “I understand.” What does he mean by this statement?
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