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Authorities closmg on a killer?

|| Investigation centers on Tim’s twin
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tightly-knit conspiracy

By Gerard Dziuba
Herald community editor

GENEVA — Kane' County
prosecutors and police know

. the group of people who may

have been involved with
Timothy McNamee’s * death,
put they cannot pinpoint who
actually pulled the trigger.
And until the authorities know
for sure who killed the 34-
year-old attorney, they will
not indict anyone.

Those are the words of John
Barsanti, who
heads
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Kane County
State’s Attor-
ney’s office.
After a
yearlong in-
vestigation,
police have
narrowed . |
their probe to :
a close-knit 3

gr
er than 10 |.
people, Bar- (.
santi
explained.

“We have a
better focus
of this ‘case.

Now we are
working to find enough evi-

dence to indict someone,” said
Carpentersville Police Chief
Leon Kutzke. “We have theo-
ries about what the motive
may have been and we are
investigating what it is actual-
ly was.”

Both Kutzke and Barsanti
would not disclose who is in
the group. :

“These people are very
close. They know who did it
(killed McNamee), but they
are not willing to come fo
ward and tell us. Other peop%
who know are not willing to
come forward and tell us,

That’s our problem, that’s why -

we can’t solve this case,” Bar-
santi said. “They hang around
together and they marrv each
other’s ex-wives. They are not
about to talk about each
other.”

Because sufficient evidence
is lacking, an indictment will
not occur in the near future,
Barsanti said.

“It probably, won’t take an-
other year, but it may take

the | oo "

' Tim McNa.m‘ee-

‘anything,”

months, though.”

Police believe McNamee
was most likely killed as a
result of a conspiracy, where
more than  person was in-
valved in the ofime. Like
Kutzke, parsanti would not
explain what motive investiga-
tors are working on. He did
say, however, informants are
reluctant to tell police who the
killer is because they fear for
their lives. )

Not everyone has Rept the
lnllers 1denhty a secret,

though. Last

gL | year, Elgin resi-

Cedric

2 dlieg-

dert
Whites:

‘he‘ knows who 7

killed McNamee

because he was

with him the
. night the attor-
ney was shot.

The prosecutor

said investiga-

tors are ‘trying
o= teTmIT c
_whether White-
" side, a suspected-
armed rbbber; is
el a credible
witness.

./ The evidence
in the case has
not helped lead

police to the killer.

Mc¢Namee was gunned down

June 8, 1987 in the parking lot
of his Illinois Route 31 law
firm. Since that time, “we
have not received any breaks

{

in the case,” Barsanti said.
The. .day. -after - McNaznec
was shot, a. vintagé 3006

World War I rifle was found in

‘bushes nearly 100 feet from

where the

discovered.
“There were no fingerprints

on the gun, thére were no

body  was

fingerprints on the bullet and

nobody seems to have heard
Barsanti said.
“There are a lot of allegations
out there. 'm not interested
in allegations because they will
not help indict anyone.”

WMrs. McNamee remembers
EMMcNamee case chronology
WPersonal glimpses in photos
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Thom ard JoAnne MecNamee 2t their Carpentersville raneh
Sunday ‘ollowing chqrch.

4

searches
for a killer

By Amy R. Mack
Herald staff writer

When Thom McNamee
looks in the mirror, pain slips
across the handsome face,
quickly replaced by the mask
he’s turned to the world since
his twin brother died a year

0. B
When his brown eyes look
at_his reflection, Thom sees
his twin brother Tim gazing
back: He remembers the spark
in his twin's eyes, recalls
Tim's laughter, and feels —
Bt . 11 o ‘ragar touch — the
e unknown gunman
killed attorney Tim McNantee
June 8, 1987, the bullet sev-
ered not only a strong brother-
ly bond, but the special tie
which binds twins.
_The bullet killed more than
Thom McNamee’s brother —
it destroyed a part of him too,
Thom says a year after his
twin’s body was found in the
driveway of Tim’s law office.
And it unleashed an anger

' that won't die until the killer

is caught.
"Thom is handling his grief
by throwing himself into work,

- play, and family, the same way

the brothers enthusiastically

'« approached life before Tim’s

death. -
And the drive which opce

. went into careers and fun now
f 18 channeled intp pursuit of a
* Riller,

“| Thom McNamee said he

¢an'’t stop tracking his twin’s
killer until he finds out why.
He can't because Tim would
do the same for him.
“Nothing really has much
meaning for me now,” Thom
said quietly as he sat behind
what once was Tim’s desk at

~ the McNamee and Mahoney

Law Firm on Rpute 31.

There, beneath the pictures
.of Huey, Louie and Dewey,
across from the Mickey Mouse
chirt and large brown cowboy
hat, Thom McNamee is as
vigorously chasing killers' as.
his brother once defended
chents

“I’'m consumed nght now,’
Thom said. “T gan’t do any-

See ‘BROTHER, Page 6
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June 3: Prosecutors say
they are- closing in on the
man that killed Tim McNa-
mee, but fear among the
witnesses is hindering
their investigation.

July - 8:
Citing possible
conflicts, the
family asks
Gov.

' to form a
Jtask_force

October 20:

Atty. Gen. Neil
Haftigan joins A
the murder
investigation

family sponsors. April 8: Delahey appears

Aug. 18:_Faniily members Nov, 2:
gala fuidraiser in Chicago before special grand jury.
e A AT o

June 9: McNamee's boi ¥
sk say police lax.in probe

**4 found, along with WWI rifle

NOVI ER 1987 . \ M;ARCH 1988 APRIL 1988 JUNE 1988

AUGUST1987 ' |-  OCTOBER 1987

JUNE 1987 JULY 1987

June 8:° 4 r 4 ;

Attormey Tifn August 13: NJ- 8T P April 8: Membefs of the ;

‘McNamee is A burglar says f ® the S i task force arrest Thomas !

shot once Afbonagin po- gy} o Delaney in Memphis, Tenn. §

;\;I;lde;as lice tried o set fa{i'f”“ - 4 swd; Witnesses fink Delaney fo i
il ! : the McNamee shooting, {

law office. o i ld Museum) grand jury to x> e Sioobos. {

on drug-charges

hear evidence.

Oct 9: Kane Bar Ass.
asks Atty. Gen. Harti-
gan to join on case

June 3:
continue:
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A !‘ By Amy R. Mack figured in any family gather- i
¢ “Herald staff writer | ing. The vibrant fireball just :
made things happen — some-
The brutal murder of her times with mischief, always
son devastated JoAnne | with a grin.
& McNamee. “He kept things moving. It
But the same electric per- was never dull when Tim was
sonality which made Timothy there,” JoAnne said, chuckling
b McNamee the live wire in any at the remembered antics of
v group has helped make his Tim and his twin brother, i
=3 i - loss more bearable. Thom. s y i
Lk ' From the unusual wake * Remembering brings pain. H
§ where hundreds viewed the “Mother’s Day ' was ' vety,
e " i murdered lawyer’s body atop very hard this year. It really i
:’; 4 his red Corvette, to the medi- was,” JoAnne said softly. N
i g a’s’ piercing i . “Even harder |
4 2 WL q probe- over than Christ-
4 L the past year, mas,” she added
MrN r o i i{ﬂoAnne 3 ;‘li\e g:c“k'?b
5 3 : 4 cNamser Shtn I cNamee inking
Thom (left) and Tim ham it up for the camera during their Australia vacation. / has realized what has always H
*| her som’s in- geen Afa lpecmlh |
<& nti tensity in life a; or the
!rOth?! — - - - ST L N Jg i CpetnUs RN | Das carried s :
ihing LEC kb4 T Gt of B BISHRS Jids a, e | §em e clioppy: fhiree-biour | iBte . Dbis “And Christ- | !
a4 Wetd Rave FHided the Barn Pho forr 1§ Toreed’ now. Woar Sl hch® for Abe-mvains | deatH: mas was pretty
jony of losing HIS T vesd 25 I 44 T Have? Thon's slowad dows. froti the  |lan, the two brothers had' | And- know- bad. That was 1
Drother goes ar deeper tbai Thom asked “ke -was & Gius fast pace he and Tim kept yee . the odly passengers to | :ni o he hard for every- 3
normal grief, just as their  sader against drugs.1f we were  Bul he's not out of the game  jbra the water-soaked deck, MG one,” JoAnne
bond in life had been much’  doing drugs, we could never — Tim won’t let him. Thom said. s yh. ivas recalled.
stronger than most. have ‘accomplished our goals.” “I'll get back — after this,” “/e stodd on the deck as (o 1€ P,ﬂtg The shock of
‘v “My brother ‘was my best . Thom said soberly. “I have to - wavRRcTiEAR LI hi gupe X Tim's death hit i
friend — and I was his. We _There are no regrets about  hold up the legacy. If I didn’t, Just - talked. We'd ?KT":“th' immediately. |
vicariously lived each other’s the way they lived, Thom said Mackers would give me a swift : g ! I ) d,‘fm 5 p e 1
lives. We were totally unselfish of the twins’ full-throttle life- i Zle’d climbed out of the couldn’t be in ; G life without him 3
when it came to each other; style. “We played hard, We rut! he wagion top. We talked a room with- B ¥ come more {
we' pushed edch other, sup- ~ worked hard. We. lived life at The month before the mur-  Haj,out how good life has been.” out you not JoAnne McNamee  slowly. §ily
ported each other,” Thom 110 miles per hour. My broth- der, Tim had visited Thom, later Thom got a be aware of P “It was devas- H
said. er had more drive and ambi- who was on a modeling assign- e still can’t accept. it,” JoAnne recalled as she tating, a terrible shock, so i
Whether they were rafting, tion than any man I've ever ment in Australia. As they ing if I tried to say prepared to face the first anni- sudden ... so final,” JoAnne A
dueling on a baseball diamond b he reality of what versary of her handsome, pop- said quietly as she looked back i
or struggling to work days and t would devastate ular son’s death. to hearing the brutal news. 1
make it through law school at nyself he’s on a “Whenever. Tim was “It's the worst thing you
night, Tim and Thom spurred rved vacation. around, hé livened things up. cquld possibly think of hap-
“ieach other on. pmeday he’ll be It was more exciting when he pening. I'll be driving to work
W aiildony as was there,” she added. “He and sometime it just really
# Ma‘ckem » Thom was “Mac” n’t be back. And, touched the lives of so many hits — he isn’t here, he’s gone.
N o iimed th ridf he'll have to people — that’s just the way “It’s incredible someone
. e 0 e SR 4 he was. He touched a lot of ~ took a life. It's even more' | !
pushed. They l{;‘dn‘ com&ete not ready yet. . people.” incredible someone took the i
Yol one. gnother, ' i  will bring him The 'attorney was only 34 life of someone who was so i
pushed for a common goal. .k, nothing will return when he was gunned down full of life.” i
And they’'d reached it, each t's been taken away; but outside his law office. But he'd . “Hé was always so busy do- $
on top of their chosen profes- ole my brother is already made a tremendous ing so many things ... he had a 4
sions. Tim and- partner Tim . f ' impact - on everyone 'in his lot of.mtcrests. A lot of ener-
Mahoney had a thriving law e days on end go- large family and circle of gy Tim never dnbpled, never
practice. Thom was in demand gh it all, going friindg, JoAnne McNamee :eex;tt dl";t anything half-
ighly-pai i sieces of the puz- said. ariedty. i
;.l?o;el,}l]ghly e oy s oo aves” B That impact makes his -  “He was always into what-
O homent, the pain death harder to bear. | ever he was doing 100 per-
The anger is directed at the oss Thom’s face It takes time,” the Elgin  cent,” JoAnne recalled. i
. I(;Ollce mVEStlzﬂthﬁgmthe mur- . as he looks at the files - High School teacher said. “In Proud of what her son had :
el: a8 ze d a; gl per;on accumulated since his the beginning you just exist, achieved, from his success in s
who pulled the trigger. Ru- pther’s murder. Once again, getting 'through the day. sports to the ambition which
mors of drug involvement, in- \olls Bimself back under + | There's shock, disbelief, you drove him to work his way
furiate the surviving twin, who LR £ can’t believe it's happened.” through law school, JoAnne
% ~"’}d cops who can’t Ewlve the 4 McNamee family photo No matter what happens, .Adjusting to his absence is * said she’s glad Tim packed so
crime are unleashing innuendo A S hscover who did it,” Thom  difficult, the mother of 11 y
‘Y.oung twin brothers: Tim and Thom McNamee. : 3 said, because Tim prominently See MOTHER, Page 7 A

“’to discredit Tim. ¢

mily members pose at sister MariBeth’s
edding.

Tim and Thom congratulafe each other
following their graduation from law
school in 1979.

m on an Australian holiday shortly be-
he was murdered. : :




