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Supporters seek agencies’
backing to buy raceway sit site

Councen A)ewf F-22 -§9

By Nick Petersen
STAFF WRITER

CARPENTERSVILLE — Open-
space advocates who support the
public acquisition of the remain-
ing 144 acres of the former Mead-
owdale Raceway have a selling job
ahead of them.,

They’ll have to convince some
local elected officials — whose
backing may be crucial, political-
ly — that the property in central
Dundee Township is worth $7.2
million, which is how much a
home builder appears willing to
pay for it.

The Dundee Township
Board, which is in charge of

purchasing land as open space
with proceeds from a 1996
voter-authorized $18 million
bond issue, has been unable to
agree on a price for the former
raceway property with its own-
ers, Meadowdale Properties
Inc.

Meanwhile, Centex Homes
has entered into a contract to pur-
chase the land for $50,000 an acre
— a price much higher than the
township’s last offer of $28,500,
said Frank Scarpelli Jr.,
spokesman for the owners.

The builder is studying the
property as a site for a housing de-
velopment but has not initiated any
discussions with village officials

Online: www.copleynewspapers.com
To subscribe, call {800) 445-3538

Gov. George Ryan touts state’s
$40 million open-space plan. A3

about the property or plans for it.
Open-space proponents will
admit that not everyone agrees
that the raceway property, west of
Illinois 31 and north of Huntley
Road, has the natural amenities —
extensive woodlands, wetlands
and varying topography, for exam-
ple — that some other sites have.

Not perfect

“It’s not a perfect piece of
< Turn to RACEWAY, A4
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The Rev. Dominic Cassidy celebrates the Eucharist during a Silver Jubiles -
Mass on Wednesday at Provena St. Joseph Hospital in Elgin. The popular,
sometimes-unconventional cleric has spent 22 of his 25 years in the
priesthood as a hespital chaplain, 19 of those at Provena St. Joseph.
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land,” Sue Harney of Sleepy Hok
low acknowledged Tuesday. “But
it has more potential to create a
real community asset than ... the
flat farmland” that Dundee Town-
ship this week put on its list’of po-
tential open-space acquisitions —
the 176-acre Wesemann property
northwest of Illinois 72 and Ran-
dall Road.

Carpentersville Village Presi-
dent Cheryal Callahan said Tues-
day she hasn’t formed an opinion
on whether public open space is

the best use of the raceway prop-

erty.

The land is zoned for heavy in-
dustrial use, although its neigh-
bors are homes, forest preserve
and the Dundee Township Park
District’s Raceways Woods prop-

erty.
“I would have to walk the proper-
ty and see what's there,” she said.

Kane cash available soon

The Kane County Forest Pre-
serve District is less than a week
away from receiving $70 million in
proceeds from an open-space
bond issue voters approved in
April.

Open-space advocates listed
those funds as among those the

township should try to attract to
help buy the raceway property.

Kane County Board member
Lee Barrett of East Dundee said
Tuesday the raceway property has
“3 relatively high priority” as a po-
tential open-space acquisition in
Dundee Township.

But divvying up open-space pur-
chases among the 26 Kane County
board districts will be no easy task,
Barrett said.

It would be unrealistic, for exam-
ple, to expect the forest preserve
district board to agree to spend
$7.2 million — more than 10 per-
cent of its open space funds — to
purchase the raceway property at
its asking price, Barrett said.

Harney and about 40 other

open-space advocates urged the
township board earlier this week
to seek open-space money from
county, state and federal agencies
that it could combine with its re-
maining bond proceeds to buy the
raceway property and perhaps the
939-acre Galvin property. The
Galvin land, southwest of Illinois
72 and Sleepy Hollow Road, re-
cently was annexed to West
Dundee and bought by home
builder Pulte Homes Corp. -

Township looking at options

Township Supervisor James Pe-
terson told the audience that the
township is using the services of a
grant writer to explore such oppor-
tunities.

Kane County Forest Preserve
District President Jack Cook of
Elgin said he plans to set up a
committee to screen the proper-
ties available as potential open-
space sites throughout the county
and put them in some kind of pri-
otity order.

Barrett said he likes that idea.
He also believes that to put the
county’s open-space dollars to
greatest benefit, he favors a fund-
ing format in which county dollars
would have to be matched in some
ratio with local government dollars.

But no matter what grant-match-
ing ratio is decided upon or what
priority scheme is put into place,
Barrett said, “it will not be an easy
set of decisions” to make.
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