mdrnmanl http://www.miroldpix 1.homestead.com/mdmman1.htm

By Dick Seid
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vod-ae ek e the middie of aute raelor cosutry whese
therwane of gt and the tortued whine of pear baxes
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Meadowdale - ,
GRAND PRIX of
AMERICAN RACING

Tricky, tortuous, strictly for pros, Meadowdale

. = -I w‘) BIVING WESTOPCHICAGH alongs the new ??}z‘-dgwawi?
e e ——
wenit]

track brings danger-jammed European road racing to Midwest.

CIRCLING steep Monvs wall, sporis cars compete o
preliminary eveat ot Meadowdale, Heavy dust clouds
marred opening day racing abosew Chicago frask

andl Gelde of Triaht duistes. The twisiog and yolllag Macks
wappadtrank weuld e wove appropristely called Auro
drotnie of Fpeed, This e 3 for the poo,

s fnbd ouwith tortare 1o Badloenr and driver i
plind s devilopet and eweer, Leomed W Besinger,
mpretedd the Peromost friehs far sports e i theLeiien
S Nebohgg, Riserdide, Fikbart tubhe— and the op
sorirers o Fapipe L Maree Rl Mangs - - pri o
devatng the Vsmidowdole it The prrpee was e oo #
Bine the el pistandive mivibues of the verlds g
trzeko o foradiny the s dHedroamradion baskes, tursme and
Arafphiawaved G onosen ek that weuld provake peae
exeftednent thap the e’ ol it paois Desluger sueeepdead,

He stanted nith 285 grees of hilly farmdasd in e fentile
Fos Bher Yalley st Unppeniorsville fshont 15 miles north.
weest of Chieasas Loog v and Brerally varved owt the cours
Thive are turny galoye—five 1ol aud soven sighe. Hith
abevnd toay e s il dowas of Meadowdalo are mure
than vaynely remindsernt of those dime rides at Coney
Leland. The mest neteworthy of the tans fand Justifiubly
st ia the Mewsa B0l suwed and patersed afier the
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STARTING 120-MILE FEATURE, racers churn for fast getaw

#%-degree banked turo at Monza, ltaly, Resinger wanied 1o
zo the Italians one-betier, however, and 20 he had his
“Mowan™ vonttratted o Tull olght degrees steoper than the

one in Milane Provines, .

You wiglt say it is Meadowdale's answer 1o the treach.

crous nurth wall st Indissapohiz, Offcials of the rack point
out that vars must negetiate the turn with their aecelerators
w the five wall and that 110 moph. spueds are Toquired'to
make the turn “properly.” At the funugural rusning many
drivers found the wall so demanding thut they ook the
sorn at slow speeds aoil stayed ol the cmbaskment rowm:
pleely, Some drivers, those who smade the tarn- et fop
spierids, meported “hottoming.” :

Coming eut of this tuin, drivers are faced with twaahiids
o« mile of sorthbeund up-and-down sirgightaway — post
the pite and the paddock - ending in'a sharp and v icked
downhitt rieht band mrs, A formidaldle Tunap-de the paves
ent sl this paing cn casily bredk ar ande or Jar Dridge.
work losse v a drives’s month This vieions thedit-buuder
is. destingd 1o beeame one of the mest wellavspeciad tives
S Aamerican raging chrauits

Heading south again, deivers enter approximately o mmite
ol very stoep “esspa” ramprised ol three Jeft and thees
right Band wons, Trafie < slow here dee to Bind cuves
and severse road crown. A wide wplill right-hand tun
pukes the deivers oul of the “esses,” It skiits suidde the
“Momza®™ wall-and- appears 1o head steaight up. The cars
come out of this one tosually with all feur wheels off
the asphalts and enter a short seraighivway that eulminates
i probebly the evuelest halipiy oo in the countey
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ged Lance Reventlow for win,

named “Doane’s Turn” after the Lraek’s techaical director,
“Tronises™ i endered aller negotiating & lefthand “dog
Jeg cupver it de s flar cight-band halrpin built on o4
2T aol sading and hasthe duldous distinetion of having
clabmed Meudowdale's fivat futality, Another m!raighimaﬁx
hiiyiter WL, Brings the drivers hack to the *Manza™ we i
and eamplotes the cironit,

15 1o w0 tousde conpse, demaniding romendous. endurance
and zaility from bath o andd driver. As vet, Neadowdale
Bax Jeft o dargin Tov drivers” sevors - there are no sseape
yoade and threelaol ditt embinkments border the she-foot
shanldersto hem jn the track, teaciny so voom for eurs
fa spin out. 1t is almost as if drivers are instruced. “You
will e sprin ot And to weke vertaln e thot conpetitors
~iay on the treck, conprele rethining walle filldn the spaces
Letseeon dift embankinente eansing deivirs to carom hack
sata the gonrse i the event of spioning,

The nancansl raes held ove Sunday InomidSeptenher
of laat vear. gave promise of spine-rhilking exeitement 1o
eorve. From the green fay slgnaling thu start of the frs
save far grodwetion ¥, 6, Hoand modificd H sport-cars 1o
shie eleckered flag proclabming vigtory Tor Chuck Paigh in
w tarypibepawered Searab, thrills abogaded. Not oaly did
the Fall Meadow dale sedt. park the dolut of a Geand Priv-
weale adodranss b i middlmesit Lt it alo wiraessed
the peedominancs of an all-Amerivan sports car oyvee pre
visely dnvineible European- models — Ferrari, Maserati,
Jusengr, Mereedes, el :

Lance Reventlow's Searabs were the titans-of the trark
that dusty Septessber dav. Developed In 19550 the #50.000-

S
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PITCHED 3845 dogree angle, Monza
wall Is siooper than famed Halian
chuntorpart.. Mere, owner Besingar
{Pop} assists friends in climbing wall,

TESTING SCARAB, Reventlow takes
tria} rum at Minden, Mevada.  Ue-
veloped in 1955, Scarab was First
racad in ‘57, has requlady whipped
supposedly suparior European cars.

FERRAR| DRIVER Robert Walker flipped over,
srashed, died of broken nuck, head fracture on way

o hospital. Fatel accident securred on Dosne's toin

whes dust-Blinded Arkansas driver Jost control of car.
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CHECKING his chief mechanie's
work, Ravantlow watches as Daigh
tails on Scarsb engine. Duo fin.
ished one, two in inavgural rece. -

>

QUALIEYING rounds aliminated
oll bt 35 fustest cars which then
wompated In 35.lap, dust-blurred
feature vventaaptured by Daigh,

racers were nob wfividly entered i evinpetition il ey
1957, Feen then, e wulifnilionbelr Beveatow, son of
Barbara Patton, e fve-anmbadime store gueen, realioed that
forthier ehanges were B nrde,

[l v v stricily Tor racing. and 3l oob going 1o be
s factared for mass productise” Hoventlow expladned
st Moadowdale, D wade o 1o ol chunges i the engine ad
desiga bt it sl womndified e, Weobeat the Juguans in
eartier vaves but it was very imgoctand fa sor what we eoulil
dlor Tuetr Bivcansy aof the Moo wrn”

Phes abid aleighty Revertlow and Chuck Daigl, bis ebied
sgsedvtinie i the manuiactore of the tve Bl plus raeers,
enterod 1 Boal vace 135 peo atonsd the gravding elreuit
apon to the 33 cars postiog the fasteal Tapotimes-in the
prechus racckd’ do twde Searabs and proveedial to lap .
evsrvonedwihe 40 paeep the tied @and Honrth place fiv.

{itivors, W sy e higengined Searabs had aullicien guts
b nt-digg everyane el oy the srigliasass sl they i
did just that, Padgh tonkos sarhcboadaml was oul n fronst
for the first - 12:daps wutil Bis b passed hiveon the fong
araighisnay, Heosegmined the bad anothe next Jap. Bow-
wort. wird Bedd fruntl U 2500 lap when hudy Lasce poassid
Lk i Bt on the pest g Padgh reaamod comntand
for thie restoof the rave They Binished saedwo with Dalgh
clocking 12254 with sn average lap twor of 8535 mapls,
Reventlon wise secnnd by deas o Ball the deagth of
Traigh's Searali and ho was fueky to.du that well Tor the tow.
Beaded son of Bodura Huiton was plagued Ty vansidervabde
mechunival troubles; Tleling w hroken vadister apd a

WMOULTRN MAK v APRIL 195%
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stapped exdmust pipe. Novertheless the Sunduv outing
proved that the Amevican Seavalis ad definiicly “ureieed”
as Formula T racers.

Thute was tragedy too. The fiest costalty oceurved during
thee time trials on Satarduy, shen te driverof o Teiiaph 3
slummnd iz car dote the clay wall &t “Duosse’s Tun®
Fortpontely, Jw stepped ot of the wreek with only asiner
brulses,

In the aimth hap of e thitd vave the. nest duy:
Hobert Walker, an Arhansas seromce geecwiive. tooked
bedingd i os hiz Forrari approached the deadly “Poanc’s.”
A-pust o dusty wind sade hioy lose control of His car and
he flipped end over wod b spummcled dnto w pibeoof Bay.
Walker was dead of a brokewneck auid Tractuesd skoll when
e arrived at onearby hospital minutes kaer.

tu' the feature race; Jobn - OComuir of Clicago. driving
an Asstin-tealy, hit a wall on the 1t Jap and spon inte
the dnfickd. He was Juckier than Wilkerwraly his e wns
dernolistusd,

Estisnates of the attendunee ot the irawgual tuasiog
sanged from SUU00 to 200,000, Sctually thers are no offis
whal figures ap the wber of cothusiasts that searrasd spr
thee trak, but o wfe guess would by i the yvichity of
LU0, They wers everpwherecdinid up along thestraight-
aways, Jooking shnost straight down bnto the deivers” ok
pits frony the inlivld st the “Muna™ turn, sitling on the
many ralling Wills and erowding the paddock and pit arcus,
Theesoft deink and beor conpessions had o fiel] day—diter.
ully. Stremyg Sy gusts {ntiuaed o page B0
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ROARING past chockered flag, Cuck Daigh ndgms-
Reventlow by half length. Winner averaged 8535 mph.

CONGRATULATING VICTOR, Basingar shoras winrier's
circle with hostess Lea Fhillip, ane:?cw, track official,
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grand prix of american racing

chivriied wy-duat {ong debver wpurivd eoter
Sog evers Lo comploeredy blindd and - alt
thendts and tengaes  wore caked with e
shfl, The consessivsnites veperiod safue of
e than L0 alt ditike aloor o gosd
indieation of o healthy frnent.

The creeds wers nativdpated. Beslnies,
wha bs grimatily & home buililor and “sule
webia® diveloper, conceived Mendowdale Ta
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tornatnal Favrwars g the ot smpaantes
drame racile gevesdble 1w g oity, Uhleago
bl Iong bea onyof e matines Jeadlig

o v coaters, qud dewas inesRable that

sipu et prens s world pvenmally deados
& ot gongae that cedild acoammadate all
fopraof Twuthmebih Ctielig Trem Badiane

Sapedic vy Db B0 the sarrving midget

FArees.

Besingir il Meadnnidal partle hoedue
Tt e, iditered Bl te ddo e Barly de 1953,
B, elebiet Som ovpoped ol s aitaluny spedts
gtk tof g e et it sl Meadiks
dude roperty e face conre¢takes 31 aame
Feor o the  Boongeriailt Juaslyr dendupe
st T yomng Hrduger add his faule
e Slwie fanfarasiecd tack Lo ow ging
arvaind for $hde sperte dars, Al seennd son
denlopiil a3 fntuset. v dtag i rerdog

Camd thes road rmedee He presuadial Hi

fithee thmesigany e i the Boad e
fea favee ar Faldws ke, Wisenar Jiwde
a et hat Besimper Gt thouslit faver
whbe wf @ nader Trseh B dhe Clivase wrah
Shitth heresficts @ busdiies gesetdate who
was Wdse W sperts ey patlislnt wppoached
Hevtuger wirlt the ddea ol “talfflieg o Chde
eagetuin] woed™ by Daoilding aoowsjer dude
wrirees Heshiger vonslered the preprsad
serienedy and soanbogarn making dyiinies
fle wi upe 4 dasy achedule of confertures
with hoagd sperienced vave drvers and ek
experts] Shey aliiwd B e st he fogee
wiosd trackes of thi T80 end Birope amd we
fur Tttt dan senidingee o hegesoade car

et

Sfter suakiing an exteasive faetfading o,
Pavinmey  was veady tw embark ot
Mesdvadule Bowway poeiet, This was i
Juse, Mo entvased the building Job o Wi
tendwiiiding etews. Bpaaial road candon-
oy rguipteal wns - appreprited gnd the
pinmmgetl ok of Goilding a 33aeie pusne
with piveipitons barke, ke dike uries and
eeirgdony Argigiynway s wanrnaler way.

Sy erdy wight it were eonetracted, sl o
slosid, with gosoline, électthonl and water
witlete dny esech fo addithes, private drewong
soinas ey provided Doe deivers to redin b
fge avl Btvievn taves The pit facilivies,
soversd bugdnd feet 3 Rungth, @lysed oot
For the pit wvar of vack eatraal helind ke
compering ear wder the roel and secers te
shar oper pit wves dnmedbnely o des,

Stegdandude S0 ner ol B vading face
to simirte care. o JTage Oelober, 2 2edanile
sgink var minathey attracted 38000 Tan,

fu e gaer, Frod Larsess s {hicoge
cuvpenter, davinnd w1956 Ford woess the
Eaish e alter Bl 31 pmagelives
eenidl the ehreit SOt His Ui e
BT T un aserage speed of S s
Tiwe Brvan winner of 185 Jndlanapadis
laaades dpeve o secomd smesey Snoy BT
Shosewry, Thisd amd Reventlow, the Nemeraly
flshes, dhes edtpenal in s Amepenn. e
Guetinn ear rontest, Palek, Bia Deed, Seldied
bl Bewenilon, s in e Pord, wae oualile
socgn the di-tamees Jim Buthpun, wiseer of
the 1058 Mones rar, wis schedided 1o shive
ot am aceidoan the previos ddy proriaied
B esiry,

Ling oF the: fegures ol the Getober rand at
Meatradile was an exbibithn ran of the
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T, 4 bdvame vesean of Sapile oo
qetidion, pileted the “Epecial™ abog bedbe
e wthr paring  ofl the  sheepdaeled
“Arsier” b The Juey warabditoeay w2
seed Broaking 10 mpdt Begenbagecn s
P e 1 ~taldisbe an o wnefledad peeand ey the
it eemrer, Heo did, diopite 1l et thad
the ot e ehgliveesd tonegatiate Jel tupne
ardy, e s the Todianapsdie saul, Toe tae
b sy of e Link sy ol
at B sepdnt made the dilfnens,

Fhio spevases of Seadpalal's Dungaad

capd ainl the fdlosing meath’s 2R hine

et waesgreandrr Besdoorer with e e

et

frge aliachioge] plupe Tor a Tlhouy endurmees.

ren (Hie spnamr which wobl meeessitate
Gehiae alutie e civenlt and wlih seld
vve e apl eiameat e the oo,
With il smeoss nf the Fink Fpeeial”
et the nwderdiann, Hesmger oncidons
o wer Touhering Tadiompolicispe esrs foe
shoe oy, T nalon’s tep ptide deisers
was abee da Betared T st it yaar
gl Meadowiale cogres i ot st the fen
tnothe 1 wined rates that weshl adbaale
webibgets dall o dlivatih apsrosiiaiels 3w
grgdoi. ¥ Sbathe ey e speother e
Bilits oehabde dote nek ear aligisiin,
et dve the sueses i I e M IORTY I )
s than twdie the dbfmee s gl resees
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Formually there ol be prsdaamts o
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vimtiat folhes s, The Bitle gt e “edaes" rs
feuh aml give eeetliar isibiling wi the
drivers voperiig ool Tieading for 1ké st
fod

Tt o ek penpse three ey Be he
Bondite, Bk ere sl deborrd aee gt e the
c et el ot U3andie oap Tlade dae
ooty o Bpraliny lecaily and 2o st B
avieal ey, While the Zink “ledh™ s
Soibord premmendindy mpresche g Mok
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for eampetitne  Hadianapidistape raome,
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v P B gesfiud, to upddeg o fpidadias
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et e e o wa waring e e wmaties
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b, Trtepid emangi W pay He griee of ap
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whiutid
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anr teweeized and bunwnling e B 3 opee
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