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FACT SHEET

CARPENTERSVILLE WASTE SITE
REMEDIAL INVESTIGATION REPORT

NOVEMBER, 1987

This fact sheet contains a brief summary of an extensive two-year investigation
of environmental contamination at the Carpentersville Waste Site, located '
on the east bank of the Fox River in Carpentersville, I11inois. The

full, two-volume report of this State-funded investigation is available

to the public at several repositories Tisted at the end of this document.

BACKGROUND

The Carpentersville Waste Site consists of over 62 acres of land, portions
of which were extensively mined for sand and gravel in the early 1900's. y
It was the site of intermittent random dumping and served as the municipal

dump during the 1940's and 1950's. Since the late 1950's, the site has
housed several chemical manufacturing plants under changing ownership,

as well as a ready-mix concrete plant still in operation. Two paint-
resin manufacturing plants, operated by Cargill, Inc., and the McWhorter
Division of Valspar Corporation, presently operate on the site along

with the Tri-County Ready-Mix Company. The site boundary also includes

a Kane County Forest Preserve nature trail and several private residences
and small businesses on the bluff on the east and south sides of the
site.
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The site has been the source of numerous citizen complaints over industrial
spills and accidents, chemical odors, and chemical releases into the Fox

River. In a 1979 preliminary investigation, the I1linois Environmental

Protection Agency (IEPA) discovered numerous seeps of possibly contaminated h
groundwater entering the Fox River from the site. Chemical analysis

showed these "leachate seeps" to be contaminated by ethylbenzene and

other chemicals. The suspected cause of this chemical contamination was

past disposal of chemicals in the old dump, making the site eligible to

be considered as a U.S.EPA "Superfund" site. In the end, the site was

proposed for investigation under the newly created "Clean I11inois"

program, and it was added to the State Remedial Action Priority List on

July 24, 1985. The IEPA made a formal decision to proceed with an investigation

using Clean I1linois funds on January 22, 1986, and John Mathes and

Associates, Inc. was chosen to carry out the study.
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THE FIELD INVESTIGATION
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SITE INFORMATION REPOSITORY LOCATIONS AND HOURS:

Dundee Township Library Telephone: 428-3661
555 Barrington Avenue Hours: Mon-Thurs 9 A.M. - 9
East Dundee, I11inois Fri & Sat 9 A.M. - 5:
Village Clerk's Office Telephone: 426-3439

Carpentersville Village Hall Hours: Mon, Tue, Wed, & Fri 9 A.M. - 5P.M.
1200 L.W. Besinger Drive Thurs 9 A.M. - 8 P.M.

Carpentersville, I1linois

IEPA CONTACTS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CALL OR WRITE:

Stan Black

I1linois Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Government and Community Affairs
2200 Churchill Road

Post Office Box 19276

Springfield, I11inois 62794-9276

Phone (217) 782-5562
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