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Spring Hill Spiess to open,
offer more for its customers

By Karen Smith

WEST DUNDEE — The look is
modern and airy, with bright, visual
displays and a domed skylight in the
center.

Yet for all the changes, company
officials say Joseph Spiess Co. is
still the same family-owned store
that first opened for business in
downtown Elgin 116 years ago. The
only difference is that as of Thurs-
day, Spiess will be one of 125 ultra-
modern stores in the Spring Hill
Mall on Illinois 31 and 72. The new
store replaces the downtown Elgin
store, 32 Fountain Square Plaza,
which closed as a retail outlet at the
end of January. The downtown facil-
ity becomes the headquarters for
the Spiess stores in Spring Hill,
Crystal Lake and St. Charles.

“We are not abandoning our old
customers,” said Spiess President
Doug Smith, “We are still the same
store with the same quality mer-
chandise our customers expected in
Elgin. In fact, we are giving them
more.”

But the new store will offer some
new attractions to cater to a wide
range of customers with a variety of
tastes and interests, according to
Smith.

Gone are the home appliance,
housewares and stationary depart-
ments, although those departments
will still be part of the St. Charles
and Crystal Lake Spiess stores. New
departments include gourmet foods,
a petite clothing department and an

addition to the children’s depart- §

ment called “My favorite child,”
that offers specialized gifts for ba-
bies to be given by grandmothers
and other relatives.

In addition, said Smith, the wo-
men’s, men’s, juniors’ and chil-
dren’s clothing departments will be §
expanded and two new employees, a |
women’s and a men’s fashion coor-
dinator, will be available to store
customers.

Smith said the fashion coordina-
tors will offer advice on fashion and
accessories, help select gifts and ar-
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Store manager Art Taylor and jewelry buyer
lary Andreas, above, check out Safari-look

bracelets at the Spring Hill Spiess jewelry  Mall Thursday.

leven Smith acknowledges is geared
to impress the younger crowd: a
state-of-the-art video jukebox situ-

t ated in the junior clothing depart-

ment along with six video screens
that will show the latest, most popu-
lar rock videos.

According to Art Taylor, who was
recently hired as manager of the
new store. the videos are a perfect

ent; like a separate store.”

Taylor was assistant manager at
Bonwit Teller at the Oak Brook
Shopping Center before being hired
by Spiess about a month ago. Before
that, he was manager of the men’s
department at Saks Fifth Avenue in
Oak Brook and manager of a family-
owned department store near Pitts-
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counter. The newly built skylight-domed store,
below, will be open for business in Spring Hill

shifts, from 10 a.m. until 11 p.m.
every day to ready the store for the
grand opening.

“THIS IS LIKE moving into a
brand new house,” he said. “We
really just outgrew the Elgin store.”

Smith said the company would
like to build several more new

ores in the Fox Vallev and pos-
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way to draw teen-agers and young “One of the reasons we chose him sibly the northwest or western su-
“WE BELIEVE our strong point adults into the store. is because he comes from a family- burbs. But, he added, there are no
“Of course it is appealing to the run operation in Pennsylvania with definite plans for expansion at this
and this is one of the things we be- - teen-agers, but really we are gear- a philosophy very much like time.
lieve is necessary to stay number ' ing each area to the type of cus- Spiess,” Smith said. “We have several areas we would
one in that area,” he said. ' tomer we are trying to get,” hesaid.  jTaylor said he and other Spiess | like to locate in, but it is too early to

There is one unique feature that ‘‘Each department is Vgpery differ- employees have been working two‘ reveal what they are,” he said.

Jim Dewees of the display department and Mary McNally, assist-
ant to the children’s department buyer, decorate a giraffe and -
mannequins at a children’s clothing display in preparation for the 1S personalized customer service
Spring Hill Mall Spiess store’s opening. The store is offering spe-
cialty services such as a gift department designed for grandpar-
ent buyers.
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Three Spiess
women's
sportswear
employees examine

the store’s spring T ..
i * = H 2,
and summer lines. A Full Day of Hands-On Experience

They are, from left, % One Computer Per Student

Jane Pilmer-Miller, '] * Taught By Experienced Businessmen
assistant buyer, Pat | who want to meet Your Needs.

Waxlax, the active [f o0 PrItg:s:‘.l'r?gs II\I.C{;.UD(:ESMeet
sportswear buyer, | ¢ gasic La . prea
and Marie Blume, asic Language = ® Data Base

the women’s * Taught at Judson College in Elgin
Sportswear * Workshop Fee only $75.00 for one

i session
supervisor. f LUNCH included.

CALL 695-2500 Ext. 231 before 6 p.m.
669-5424 after 6 p.m. to register.

MARCH 10th & 17th

OWN YOUR OWN

% For Both Small
and Corporate
Businessmen

Computer workshop to assist
business users starts Saturday

The Elgin Area Chamber of Commerce will
conduct a three-part series on computers de-
signed especially for the business user.

The seminars will be from 9 a.m. to noon on
three consecutive Saturday mornings, beginning
this week, at Elgin Community College, Fountain
Square Campus, Room 340. The first session will
be presented by Nick Mavros, coordinator of

Mueller, Hillsman and Co., certified public ac-
countants. They will concentrate on business ap-
plications: general ledger, accounts receivable,
accounts payable, payroll, etc.

Call the chamber office at 741-5660 for reserva-
tions.

INSTANT PRINTING BUSINESS

The world’s largest

and copy center.

franchised instant

printing system has selected ELGIN for
the opening of a “While -U-Wait"’ printing

academic computing for ECC.

The components of computer systems will be
covered: the data processing cycle, hardware, 11.60% GUARANITEED BOWDS
software, operating systems, etc. S5

The second and third sessions will be pre- B 1000% Fetwimscin somcs:
sented by James Gries and Dwain K. Tataryn of T {IR T

140% RETIREMENT PLANS

Fox Valley Weekend o e

, ;. EXCELLENT BUSINESS for a family that wants to work
together, or for.a man or woman starting a new career. (30% of PIP Center
owners are women). ONLY ONE FRANCHISE WILL BE GRANTED FOR ELGIN.

Low investment. Financing available. Training and opening assistance
provided.

For more information about this unique opportunity to own a business in

and local taxes.

** Based on A-rated
Corporated Bonds
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Leisure Systems, Inc. PIP Division, Dept. DCN-2
30 N. 18th Ave., Sturgeon Bay, Wl 54235
(414) 743-6586




